De Peyster
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M Clemens, are of interest. See also Century Mag.,
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DE PEYSTER, ABRAHAM (July 8, 1657-
Aug. 2, 1728), colonial merchant and public
official, was born in New Amsterdam, the son of
Johannes and Cornelia (Lubberts) de Peyster.
The father was a native of Haarlem and descend-
ed from a line of ancestors conspicuous "in gold-
smithing industry and in other handicraft arts,"
of considerable wealth, and for the most part
converts to the Protestant faith; he emigrated
to New Amsterdam prior to 1649 and was one of
the dozen or so most substantial citizens. Abra-
ham enlarged the possessions inherited from his
father, became an enterprising merchant, "im-
porting in his own ships," built warehouses near
the dock which are mentioned several times in
the city records, and acquired a tract of land
north of the Wall (the present Wall St.) which
was known as the "Great Garden of Col. de
Peyster." He built a house near the East River
shore in 1695, for years one of the finest resi-
dences in the city. In a list of members of the
Dutch Church, his name appears as one of six
to which the courtesy title "de Heer" is attached,
emblematic of influence and wealth. The young
city struggling under its financial burdens often
looked to him for loans ; an entry in the Council
Minutes, Apr. 22, 1702, states that "Abr'm de
Peyster offers to assist the government in finan-
cial difficulties" (Calendar). Letters from Gov.
Bellomont (in De Peyster and Watts, pp. 124-
40) reveal the extent to which the Governor re-
lied on De Peyster in connection with supplies
of ship timber and wine, and in money matters
generally. It is apparent that the latter com-
bined with his affluence and business capacity
popularity and good sense, for he was called by
his fellow citizens or the provincial authorities
to fill almost every public office in municipality
or province : alderman (1685), captain of a train
band, mayor for four successive terms (1691-
94), colonel of the local militia, member of the
governor's council (1698-1702, 1709, 1710-22),
and as such, in 1701, acting-governor for a short
period, deputy auditor-general (1701) and re-
ceiver general of the port (1708), justice of the
supreme court (1698-1702; he succeeded to the
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position of chief-justice on Jan. 21, 1701, hold-
ing the office until Aug. 4 of that year), and
finally, treasurer of the province (1706-21). As
mayor he was instrumental in developing a sys-
tem for the better care of the city poor. He pos-
sessed a decided military instinct and was one
of six captains of train bands in 1689, at the time
of the Leisler rebellion. He was identified with
the Leisler faction although he was one of those
who signed a petition of protest (May 19, 1690)
to William and Mary against being ruled "by the
sword at the sole Will of an Insolent Alien"
(Documents, III, 748-49). During the years of
war which followed between English and French
colonists De Peyster (now with the rank of
colonel) was active on committees for building
or repairing fortifications, and on one occasion,
at least, when government funds were lacking
he shared with another the entire expense of
subsisting "the soldiers in his Majesty's Pay"
(Journal of the Votes and Proceedings of the
General Assemblyt Apr. 14, 17 and 18, 1701).

De Peyster went to Holland in 1684 and mar-
ried Catharine de Peyster, a kinswoman, by
whom he had eight sons and five daughters. His
son Abraham succeeded him as treasurer of the
province in 1721.

[Important contemporary sources include: Minutes
of the Common, Council of the City of N. Y. 1675-
1776 (8 vols., 1005), vols. I. VIII: Calendar of Coun-
cil Minutes, 1669-1783 (N. Y. State Lib. Bull. 58,
1902); Documents Relative to the Colonial Hist, of the
State of AT. Y., vols. Ill, IV, V (1853-55) ; De Peyster
Papers (MS.) in N. Y. Hist. Soc., some of which are
printed in J. Watts de Peyster, De Peyster and Watts
Geneal. Reference (1854). "The De Peyster Family in
Connection with the Colonial Hist, of N. Y." in Valen-
tine's Manual of the Corporation of the City of N. Y.t
1861, pp. 556-76, and W. W. Spooner, Hist. Families in
America, 1,1-40, are secondary accounts which need to
be checked for Inaccuracies. See also Frank Allaben,
John Watts de Peyster (1908), I, 17-19; Jas. G. Wil-
son, Memorial Hist, of N. Y.f esp. vol. I (1892).]
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DE PEYSTER, JOHN WATTS (Mar. 9,
i82i-May 4, 1907), author, soldier, the son of
Frederic de Peyster and Mary Justina Watts,
was born in New York City at the home of his
maternal grandfather, John Watts. The De
Peysters were of "stout Holland ancestry," de-
scendants of Huguenot refugees, Johannes de
Peyster being the first of the family in America.
John's paternal grandmother was English, a
daughter of Gen. Hake of the British army,
while his own mother was of Scotch descent
Philanthropic interests, participation in the civic
events of their times, and especially a marked de-
votion to military pursuits were characteristic of
many branches of his family, and he rather faith-
fully reflected this background, adding to it ex-
tended activities as a scholar and writer. Inhere
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